
University of Kansas, Fall 2007 
Philosophy 148: Reason and Argument 
Ben Eggleston—eggleston@ku.edu 
August 7, 2007 

Reason and Argument: 
Syllabus 

Catalog description: An introduction to the theory and practice of logical analysis. Special  
emphasis will be placed upon the logical appraisal of everyday arguments. 

Class schedule: Lectures on Mondays and Wednesdays, 12–12:50, in 3139 Wescoe Hall  
(enrollment code 26257); plus a weekly 50-minute discussion section with your T.A. 

Discussion sections: Here are the times, rooms, enrollment codes, and T.A.s for the twelve discussion sections: 

time room code T.A. 

W, 1 505 Summerfield 33847 Meredith Trexler 
W, 2 505 Summerfield 33853 Meredith Trexler 
W, 3 505 Summerfield 33855 Micah Baize 
W, 4 505 Summerfield 33857 Micah Baize 
R, 8 4011 Wescoe 33837 Micah Baize 
R, 9:30 505 Summerfield 33841 Micah Baize 
R, 1 3097 Wescoe 33849 Cliff Phillips 
R, 4 4008 Wescoe 33859 Cliff Phillips 
F, 9 4011 Wescoe 33839 Meredith Trexler 
F, 11 4011 Wescoe 33845 Meredith Trexler 
F, 1 4033 Wescoe 33851 Cliff Phillips 
M, 11 4011 Wescoe 33843 Cliff Phillips 

Teaching assistants: Here is the contact information for the T.A.s:  

name e-mail address office location office hours 

Micah Baize baize54@ku.edu 3087 Wescoe Hall Mondays, 1:30–2:20 
Wednesdays, 2–2:50 

Cliff Phillips undeclared@earthlink.net 3048 Wescoe Hall Mondays, 1:30–2:30 
Fridays, 1:10–2:00 

Meredith Trexler mtrexler@ku.edu 3050 Wescoe Hall 
Mondays, 2–2:50 
Tuesdays, 1:30–2:20 
Thursdays, 4–4:50 

Meeting with me and contacting me: 

I am happy to meet with you outside of class. My office is in 3070 Wescoe Hall (on the other side of Wescoe from 
our classroom), and I have office hours on Mondays from 1:30 to 2:20 and on Wednesdays from 1 to 1:50. If you 
would like to see me at another time, that’s fine. If you come looking for me, you might not find me in my office 
and available when you come by, so the best way to meet with me outside of my office hours is to make an 
appointment. Please send me an e-mail (my e-mail address is eggleston@ku.edu) with a list of some times  
when you are available; then I’ll be able to find a time when we’re both available and write back to you. 
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Requirements/grading: 

At the end of the course, I’ll give you a grade of A, B, C, D, or F. The grades A, B, C, and D are given specific 
interpretations in KU’s University Senate Rules and Regulations, which I adhere to. Article 2 of those rules and 
regulations—“Academic Work and Its Evaluation”—contains a section called “The Grading System” (viewable 
online at http://www.ku.edu/~unigov/usrr.html#art2sect2), which says that an A should be given for achievement of 
outstanding quality, a B for achievement of high quality, a C for achievement of acceptable quality, and a D for 
achievement that is minimally passing, but of less than acceptable quality. 

What letter grade I give you will depend on the final average of the grades you get on the various tests and 
assignments in the course (which I’ll outline below). I’ll use the following scale to convert your final average to a 
letter grade: 
 

final average letter grade 

90.00 and above A 
80.00–89.99 B 
70.00–79.99 C 
60.00–69.99 D 
below 60.00 F 

 
Tests and assignments will be graded numerically, rather than with letter grades, so you can also use this scale to 
interpret the numerical grades you get in this class during the semester. 
 
Your final average will be determined by your grades on the following seven course components. 
 

assignment weight (percent) 

test on chapters 1–3 15 
test on chapters 4–6 15 
test on chapters 7–9 15 
test on chapters 10–12 15 
homework 15 
first paper 10 
second paper 15 

total 100 
 
You will have ten homework assignments, each with a weight of 1.5 percent. If you want to figure out what your 
final average will be, based on the scores you earn on the individual homework assignments and other assignments 
and tests, you can use the following procedure: 
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In the boxes in column b, write your 
grades for the assignments and tests 
listed in column a: 

Multiply each number in column b by the number 
immediately to the right of it, in column c, and write 
their product immediately to the right, in column d. 

column a column b column c column d 
homework 1 (due in 
discussion section August 
22–27) 

1b            
0.015 

1d             

homework 2 (due in 
discussion section August 
29–August 31) 

2b 
0.015 

2d 

homework 3 (due in 
discussion section 
September 5–10) 

3b 
0.015 

3d 

homework 4 (due in 
discussion section 
September 12–17) 

4b 
0.015 

4d 

test on chapters 1–3 
(September 17) 

5b 0.15 5d 

homework 5 (due in 
discussion section 
September 19–24) 

6b 
0.015 

6d 

first paper (due in lecture 
on September 26) 

7b 0.1 7d 

homework 6 (due in 
discussion section 
September 26–October 1) 

8b 
0.015 

8d 

homework 7 (due in 
discussion section October 
3–8) 

9b 
0.015 

9d 

test on chapters 4–6 
(October 10) 

10b 0.15 10d 

homework 8 (due in 
discussion section October 
17–22) 

11b 
0.015 

11d 

homework 9 (due in 
discussion section October 
24–29) 

12b 
0.015 

12d 

homework 10 (due in 
discussion section October 
31–November 5) 

13b 
0.015 

13d 

test on chapters 7–9 
(November 5) 

14b 0.15 14d 

test on chapters 10–12 
(November 28) 

15b 0.15 15d 

second paper (due in lecture 
on December 5) 

16b 0.15 16d 

Add up the numbers in column d (boxes 1d through 16d), and write 
their sum in box 17. This is your final average. 

17 
 

 
As the semester progresses, you can consult the online gradebook at the Blackboard site for this course (mentioned 
below) to keep track of your scores on individual assignments.  
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Course materials on the web: 

The main course documents, including this syllabus, will be available on the web site for the course, the URL of 
which is http://web.ku.edu/~utile/courses/reason3. If you don’t want to type in this whole thing, you can stop after 
‘utile’—at which point you’ll be at my personal web site—and then follow the links to the web site for this 
particular course. 

One thing that will not be posted on the web site is a record of your grades for this course. To allow you to have 
online access to your grades, your grades will be entered into the “online gradebook” at the Blackboard site for this 
course (go to http://courseware.ku.edu, then log in; once you get to the Blackboard site for the course, click on 
‘Tools’, then ‘My Grades’). Note that although Blackboard provides a shell for all sorts of course-related 
documents, I am using it only to provide you with access to your grades; all course-related documents, such as this 
syllabus and so on, will be at the non-Blackboard site mentioned above. 

E-mail distribution list: 

I’ve had the KU computer folks set up an e-mail distribution list for the course. In general, I’ll try to mention 
everything important (whether substantive or procedural) in class. But at times, I may use the e-mail distribution list 
to send you information that you will be responsible for having or acting on, so it is your responsibility to make sure 
that you read mail that I send to this list. You can do this by making sure that you (1) have an e-mail address, (2) are 
registered for the course (because this list is updated every night to reflect current enrollment, taking account of 
drops and adds), and (3) read your e-mail. There is one complication that you should be aware of: if you have both 
an Exchange e-mail address (e.g., so-and-so@ku.edu) and a non-Exchange e-mail address (e.g., so-and-
so@yahoo.com), and you prefer to receive e-mail at the latter address, then mail sent to the e-mail distribution list 
for the course will not necessarily go to it, even if you have registered it with KU as your primary e-mail address. 
(This is a known problem with the KU distribution-list system.) To deal with this problem, either check your 
Exchange account as often as your check your non-Exchange account, or arrange for mail sent to your Exchange 
account to be forwarded to your non-Exchange account. For more information on this problem and how to solve it, 
see the Exchange Distribution List Primer (http://www.email.ku.edu/dlists/primer.shtml) and look at the answer to 
the second question: “Some of the people on my list say they’re not getting my list mail. Why?” 

Time commitment, academic integrity, and disability accommodation: 

To do well in this course, you should be prepared to commit a considerable amount of time outside of class to 
reading the textbook and practicing the skills this course is intended to teach. According to section 5.1.1 of the 
Faculty Senate Rules and Regulations (http://www2.ku.edu/~unigov/fsrr.html#BM5___Section_1___Definitions), 
“One semester hour means course work normally represented by an hour of class instruction and two hours of study 
a week for one semester.” Thus, for a three-credit course such as this one, you should be prepared to spend six hours 
per week outside of class on reading and other out-of-class work. 

In addition, I should note here that I take academic misconduct, especially cheating on tests and plagiarizing papers, 
extremely seriously, and am generally disposed to impose the harshest available penalties when it occurs. To enable 
you to meet my expectations in this regard and to do so without fear of inadvertently falling short of them, I will 
provide clear and specific guidance as to what does and does not constitute academic misconduct when I tell you 
about the tests and the paper assignments. If would like to see KU’s policy on academic integrity, it is in article 2, 
section 6 of the University Senate Rules and Regulations (http://www.ku.edu/~unigov/usrr.html#art2sect6). 

Finally, if you have a disability for which you may be requesting special services or accommodations for this course, 
be sure to contact Disability Resources (http://www.disability.ku.edu), at 22 Strong Hall or at 864-2620 (V/TTY), if 
you have not already done so, and give me a letter from that office documenting the accommodations to which you 
are entitled. Please also see me privately, at your earliest convenience, so that I can be aware of your situation and 
can begin to prepare the appropriate accommodations in advance of receiving the Disability Resources letter. 
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Schedule: 

Monday, August 20: 

 In class, I’ll give you an introduction to the course, and we’ll also spend a few minutes on a “survey of 
initial beliefs”—a benchmark of your thinking about various things at the beginning of the course. (This 
will not affect your grade.) 

 Please mark the following six dates on your calendar: 
 

date event 

Monday, September 17 test on chapters 1–3 
Wednesday, September 26 first paper due 
Wednesday, October 10 test on chapters 4–6 
Monday, November 5 test on chapters 7–9 
Wednesday, November 28 test on chapters 10–12 
Wednesday, December 5 second paper due 

 
 Get your own copy of this syllabus, if you have not already done so. At least at the beginning of the 

semester, this syllabus is sold for $5 in the main office of the Department of Philosophy (3090 Wescoe 
Hall), which is open during normal business hours. You can also print it from the course web site, but note 
its length before deciding to print it yourself. 

 Get the book for the course, if you have not already done so. The book is Critical Thinking, 8th edition, by 
Brooke Noel Moore and Richard Parker (McGraw-Hill, 2007). Be sure to get the 8th edition, not any other 
edition. If you cannot get the book from a local bookstore (such as the KU bookstore, Jayhawk Bookstore, 
or University Book Shop), it could be risky to wait around for local stores to re-stock it. In the past, I have 
had students who waited for a store to re-stock the book, and it took a long time, and they didn’t have the 
book for the first two or three weeks of the semester, or longer. Instead, consider ordering the book from an 
online bookstore such as Amazon.com or Barnes & Noble, or a web site that specializes in selling college 
textbooks, such as ecampus.com. Many online booksellers allow you to search for a book by ISBN; here is 
the ISBN for our book: 0-07-312625-X. 

You may find this book sold bundled with something else, such as a CD or a little booklet or 
something like that. You won’t need any of that other stuff; you will just need the book itself. You can buy 
it used if you want—as I said, just be sure to get the 8th edition. 

If you want some more information about the book, here is the publisher’s web site for it: 
http://catalogs.mhhe.com/mhhe/viewProductDetails.do?isbn=007312625X. 

The authors have web pages, too, in case you’re curious: 
Brooke Noel Moore: http://www.csuchico.edu/phil/faculty/brooke.html. 
Richard Parker: http://www.csuchico.edu/phil/faculty/richard.html. 

I have also put a copy of the book on reserve at Anschutz Library, with a check-out period of two 
hours (or overnight when the library is closed). To borrow it, go to the circulation desk and ask for the book 
by course number (Philosophy 148) and book title (Critical Thinking). Because of how extensively we will 
be using the book, you should buy your own copy, and rely on this library copy only as a backup. 

before lecture on Wednesday, August 22: 

 Read chapter 1. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. (Throughout this syllabus, when I say to answer some 

questions “for practice,” I mean that you will not have to turn in your answers to the questions for credit.) 
You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 1-1, #1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 23, and 24 
• Exercise 1-3, #1–5 
• Exercise 1-5, #1–5 
• Exercise 1-4, #1–5 
• Exercise 1-7, #1–5 
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Answers: 

Exercise 1-1: 

1. An argument is a set of claims including a conclusion and 
one or more premises that are supposed to provide reasons 
for believing the conclusion to be true. 

2. true 
4. false 
6. yes 
7. yes, though not every argument’s conclusion is explicitly 

stated; sometimes, it is left implicit. 
10. It can be implied. 
11. Arguments are intended to settle issues, or at least to help 

settle them. The conclusion of an argument answers the 
question posed by an issue. For example, “Billy is small; 
therefore he should not go out for football” is an argument 
intended to settle the issue of whether Billy should go out for 
football. 

23. true 
24. true 

Exercise 1-3: 

1. argument 
2. not an argument 
3. not an argument 
4. not an argument 
5. not an argument 

Exercise 1-5: 

1. a 
2. a 
3. d 
4. c 
5. c 

Exercise 1-4: 

1. no argument 
2. argument; conclusion: We’ll have to find someone else who 

owns a truck. 
3. argument; conclusion: Bans on firearms are clearly 

counterproductive. 
4. argument; conclusion: Computers will never be able to 

converse intelligently through speech. 
5. argument; conclusion: It seems likely that several million 

Americans may have been predisposed to accept the report 
on NBC’s Unsolved Mysteries that the U.S. military 
recovered a UFO with alien markings. 

Exercise 1-7: 

1. There are actually two issues the first speaker addresses, and 
the second speaker addresses both of them too: whether next 
weekend is when they go on Standard Time again, and 
whether they will have to set the clocks ahead or back. 

2. The first speaker addresses whether ghosts exist. The second 
speaker does not address that issue; he addresses whether the 
argument given by the first speaker is a good one. (You can 
dispute the quality of someone’s argument without disputing 
their main point, and that is what the second speaker is 
doing.) 

3. The first speaker starts by addressing the issue of how much 
work the second speaker does, and the second speaker 
addresses this, too. Then the first speaker addresses some 
different issues, namely, how much work she does and 
whether the second speaker would like to hear about it. 

4. The first speaker addresses whether it’s good for people to 
complain about American intervention in places like Iraq, 
and the second speaker addresses this issue, too. 

5. The first speaker addresses whether summer is a good 
season, and the second speaker does, too. 

in lecture on Wednesday, August 22: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 1. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 1-3, #6–7 
• Exercise 1-5, #6–7 
• Exercise 1-4, #6–7 
• Exercise 1-7, #6–7 

before discussion section August 22–27: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 1. 
• Exercise 1-1, #14 and 19 
• Exercise 1-10, #1–10 

 
Late-homework policy: 

No credit will be given for homework you turn in late, except under conditions that would excuse you from taking a 
test, if there were one being given when homework is due. (See the make-up test policy, on p. 21, for details of that.) 
You can turn in your homework electronically, by e-mailing it to your T.A., but only for half credit (except in cases, 
which will be rare, in which you are specifically instructed to turn it in electronically). 

in discussion section August 22–27: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
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 You’ll work on the following questions: 
• Exercise 1-2, #1–10 
• Exercise 1-9, #1–11 

before lecture on Monday, August 27: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 1-3, #8–11 
• Exercise 1-5, #8–11 
• Exercise 1-4, #8–11 
• Exercise 1-7, #8–11 
• Exercise 1-15, #1–6 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 1-3: 

8. argument 
9. argument 
10. argument 
11. argument 

Exercise 1-5: 

8. c 
9. a 
10. b 
11. a 

Exercise 1-4: 

 
8. argument; conclusion: As long as the number of lethal 

weapons in the hands of the American people continues to 
grow, so will the murder rate. 

9. argument; conclusion: Times have changed. 
10. no argument 
11. argument; conclusion: It seems likely that the only way the 

stock market can go is down. 

Exercise 1-7: 

8. The first speaker addresses the issue of whether studying is a 
waste of time, and the second speaker addresses a different 
issue, namely, whether the first speaker would state that 
studying is a waste of time in front of the first speaker’s 
parents.  

9. The first speaker just asks a question rather than addressing 
an issue, but the second speaker addresses the issue of 
whether it’s an outrage that U.S. postage stamps are now 
being printed in Canada, and the first speaker subsequently 
addresses this same issue.  

10. The first speaker addresses the issue of whether the second 
speaker has the right to make so much noise at night, and the 
second speaker addresses a different issue, namely, whether 
the first speaker has the right to let his or her dog run around 
loose all day long.  

11. The first speaker addresses the issue of whether to take a 
pizza break, and the second speaker addresses the different 
issue of what kind of pizza to get.  

Exercise 1-15: 

1. argument 
2. explanation 
3. explanation 
4. argument 
5. explanation 
6. argument

in lecture on Monday, August 27: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 1. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 1-5, #12–13 
• Exercise 1-4, #12–13 
• Exercise 1-7, #12–13 
• Exercise 1-15, #7–10 

before lecture on Wednesday, August 29:  

 Read chapter 2. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 2-1, #1–5 
• Exercise 2-4 (vagueness) 
• Exercise 2-6, #1–5 
• Exercise 2-10, #1–16 
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Answers: 

Exercise 2-1 (each question’s answers ranked from most vague to 
most precise): 

1. d, e, b, c, f, a 
2. c, e, a, b, d 
3. c, b, a, d 
4. c, d, e, a, b 
5. a/b, e, c, d 

Exercise 2-4: 

• ‘should be’—not too vague  
• ‘between eight and twelve pages in length’—not too vague, 

since double-spacing is specified  
• ‘make use of’—not too vague  
• ‘sources’—too vague (Does any web site count? How about a 

friend?)  
• ‘organization’—not too vague  
• ‘use of sources’—vague, unless it just repeats the 

requirement to use three (which was vague already)  
• ‘clarity of expression’—not too vague  
• ‘quality of reasoning’—not too vague  
• ‘grammar’—not too vague  
• ‘rough draft’—not too vague  
• ‘before Thanksgiving’—too vague  
• ‘at the end of the semester’—too vague 

Exercise 2-6: 

1. 20 percent more real dairy butter than what? (if it’s than other 
muffins, which ones?)   

2. Does this mean that the mean of concert musicians’ earnings 
is lower than the mean of plumbers’ earnings, or that the 

median-earning concert musician makes less than the 
median-earning plumber? 

3. This claim is clear enough, but would be very hard to prove, 
given changes in training, equipment, facilities, rules, etc.  

4. This claim is fine, as long as there’s no confusion about 
which desert is being referred to (since some deserts are more 
arid than others). 

5. The comparison aspect of this claim is fine; it just has some 
vague expressions (e.g., ‘mood of the country’, ‘more 
conservative’). 

Exercise 2-10: 

1. “The Raider tackle blocked the Giants linebacker.” 
2. “Please close the door when you leave.” 
3. “We heard that he informed you in his letter of what he said.” 
4. “How Therapy Can Assist Victims of Torture,” or “How 

Therapy Can Help Victims of Torture” 
5. “Charles took his gun out of his holster.” 
6. “A week ago, they were both exposed to someone who was 

ill.” 
7. “Susan’s nose is like Hillary Clinton’s.” 
8. “I flush the cooling system regularly and I recently put in 

new thermostats.” 
9. “Tuxedo prices have been cut a lot.” 
10. “Police Kill 6 Coyotes After Coyotes Maul Girl” 
11. “We promise that there are no impurities in our water.” 
12. “This is the greatest disaster to happen during my 

governorship.” 
13. The book says that the second sentence should say “More 

than one disease can be carried and passed along to humans 
by a single tick,” but I don’t see how the second sentence 
might be taken to say anything else. 

14. This ambiguity is intentional. 
15. “Volunteer help requested: Wear construction helmet and 

work overalls, and be prepared to lift heavy equipment.” 
16. “We give good things to life.”

in lecture on Wednesday, August 29: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 2. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 2-6, #6–10 
• Exercise 2-10, #17–21 

before discussion section August 29–September 3: 

 Read Selection 3 in Appendix 1 (pp. 458–459). 
 Write your own argumentative paper on some topic. It should be 150–300 words long, and should (1) 

clearly state the claim for which you are arguing and (2) clearly give one or more reasons in support of 
your claim. If you give more than one reason, they should be clearly distinguished, possibly by appearing 
in separate paragraphs. On the following pages are a couple of successful ways of doing this assignment. 

 You may talk with other people about what you are writing, but you must choose your own topic—not one 
of the topics covered by the sample papers in this syllabus, or a topic that someone else that you know of is 
writing on. 

 The writing must be your own—you must not copy or paraphrase from any source, including books, 
magazines, newspapers, a web page, or another person. 

 Your paragraph(s) must be typed, double-spaced, and prepared for turning in. That means that what you 
turn in should bear appropriate information at the top of the first page (see the examples for details of this). 
Your paper should also have a title. (Does the title have to be as dorky as the ones on the sample papers? 
No, that’s optional!) 

 What you turn in will be homework 2 and will be graded only on whether what you turn in reflects a good-
faith effort to write this paper—points will not be deducted for flaws in your argument at this stage. Please 
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note that the late-homework policy (see p. 6) applies to this assignment. (This assignment is a precursor to 
the first paper assignment, which has a deadline of September 26.) 

 Print four copies of your paper to bring to your discussion section.  
 The discussion section that meets on Mondays will not meet on September 3, because of Labor Day. If you 

are in that discussion section, here are some special instructions for you: 
 You should look at the list of discussion sections on p. 1 of this syllabus and go to one of the other 

eleven discussion sections on Wednesday, August 29, Thursday, August 30, or Friday, August 31. 
You are not required to do this, but you are required to do the homework assignment described 
above anyway, and skipping discussion section this week will deprive you of an opportunity to 
improve what you write. 

 The deadline for you to turn in this homework assignment is 2 p.m. on Friday, August 31. Either 
give a hard copy of it to your T.A., or e-mail it to your T.A. Since your discussion section is not 
meeting this week, there is no penalty for turning in this homework assignment electronically.  

in discussion section August 29–September 3: 

 You’ll turn in one copy of your paper (unless you are in the Monday discussion section and are turning it in 
electronically instead). 

 You’ll work on your paper with your classmates using the other copies of your paper. 
 As mentioned above, the discussion section that meets on Mondays will not meet on September 3. See 

above for instructions on attending another discussion section and the option of turning in your paper by e-
mail. 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
August 29, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
this paper in— August 29, 30, or 31. 

 
 

The College-Degree Dividend 
 
 

A college education is an expensive undertaking, and many people think that the 

main benefits are intangible rather than financial—for example, being exposed to new 

ideas, becoming a more well-rounded person, and experiencing the unique social 

atmosphere of a college campus. Although these benefits should not be disregarded, the 

financial benefits of going to college are substantial, too. This conclusion is supported by 

two different kinds of evidence. 

First, many aspects of the job market favor college graduates. Some jobs are not 

open to applicants who lack a college education, and many well-paying jobs require skills 

that are cultivated in college. For example, many well-paying jobs require strong writing 

skills, strong reasoning skills, or strong research skills. For most college graduates, these 

skills are ones that were exercised, and improved, in several courses in college. 

Second, statistics show that college graduates have higher-paying jobs than 

other workers do. For example, a 2002 report from the U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 

while a worker with only a high-school diploma can anticipate lifetime earnings of $1.2 

 

 

1 
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 million, a college graduate can anticipate lifetime earnings of more than $2 million.  

 

2 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
August 29, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
this paper in—August 29, 30, or 31. 

 
 

Fourteen Philodendrons, Please 
 
 

If you want to get a plant that is easy to grow, the golden pothos is an excellent 

choice. This plant, which is in the philodendron family and which is shown in this picture 

(from http://www.foliageunlimited.net/images/pothos.jpg), 

has several great characteristics for people who are not good 

at growing plants that need a lot of careful attention, or who 

do not have time look after their plants very often. For 

example, it does not need a lot of light, and it can go for 

long periods of time without being watered. I have a plant like this in my office, and at 

times I have neglected to water it for so long that it seemed destined for the compost 

heap. But every time, I have been able to make it flourish again, with only the most 

casual watering—and no light other than from institutional fluorescent bulbs. Moreover, 

this plant copes well with overwatering, which of course can kill many plants as surely as 

a dearth of water will. Because of these factors, this plant is a very good choice for 

people who would like to have a plant but who, like me, need pretty hearty ones. 

 

 

1 
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lecture on Monday, September 3: cancelled because of Labor Day 

Tuesday, September 4: 

 I hope this doesn’t apply to you, but if you may need to drop this class, you should be aware that the last 
day to do so, without this class being listed on your transcript, is this Thursday, September 6. For more 
information, see the following web site: http://www.registrar.ku.edu/timetable/079grades.shtml. 

before lecture on Wednesday, September 5: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 2-7, #1–8 
• Exercise 2-10, #22–37 
• Exercise 2-11, #1–10 
• Exercise 2-12, #1–10 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 2-7: 

1. The notion of one actor being better than another is very 
vague. And any way of making it precise would undoubtedly 
raise a very subjective issue. 

2. What constitutes blondes having more fun is pretty vague. 
3. Smartness, especially when applied to nonhuman animals, is 

a pretty vague concept. The difference between the average 
chimp and the average monkey would have to be pretty stark 
in order for this comparison to be very clear and warranted. 

4. This comparison is fairly clear. In the back of the book, the 
authors talk about how it doesn’t tell you about the range of 
grades given by each professor, but you wouldn’t necessarily 
expect that from this sort of comparison anyway. 

5. Crime is a pretty vague concept, and refers to a whole range 
of things of different levels of seriousness. So it’s not very 
meaningful to just say that crime, in general, is up 160 
percent over last year. 

6. This comparison is very unclear, not only in how you identify 
an “average” classical or rock musician, but also in how you 
measure talent. 

7. The authors say that ‘long distance’ is a vague expression, 
and that it’s unclear what ‘more endurance’ means, but I find 
this comparison reasonably clear. 

8. This comparison is fairly clear, though a lot depends on what 
counts a profanity and how it is quantified. 

Exercise 2-10: 

22. This is ambiguous between the following two claims, ad it’s 
not clear which one is meant. 

 • “Jordan could write more essays that are profound.” 
 • “Jordan could write essays that are more profound.” 
23. This one is intentionally ambiguous; obviously the only 

plausible interpretation is the collective one, not the 
individual one. 

24. The last part of the sentence should be rewritten as something 
like “with semen samples, frozen in a stainless steel tank, 
from 18 men.” 

25. “When she lay down to nap, she was disturbed by a noisy 
cow.” 

26. “. . . and, for three hours after eating, don’t lie down.” (The 
advice is to avoid big, high-fat meals at all times, not just 
within three hours after eating.) 

27. “Abraham Lincoln wrote the Gettysburg Address on the back 
of an envelope while traveling from Washington to 
Gettysburg.” 

28. “When Queen Elizabeth appeared before her troops, they all 
shouted ‘harrah!’.” 

29. “In one of Shakespeare’s famous plays, Hamlet gives a long 
soliloquy.” 

30. “Before the officers’ arrival, the two suspects fled the area in 
a white Ford Mustang being driven by a third male.” 

31. intentionally ambiguous between the following two claims 
 • “AT&T, for as long as your business lasts.” 
 • “AT&T, for the liveliness (as in success, or thriving) or 

your business.” 
32. “This class might have had a member of the opposite sex as 

its teacher.” 
33. “Woman married 10 times previously gets 9 years for killing 

husband.” 
34. “. . . Many primary plans require you to pay 20% of that 

amount.” 
35. “I am a huge fan of Mustangs” (as opposed to “I am a fan of 

huge Mustangs”) 
36. “Comments from visitors are welcome at the office between 

the hours of 9 and 11 a.m. daily.” 
37. “Order your summer suit. Because of the big rush, we will 

execute customers’ orders in strict rotation.” 

Exercise 2-11: 

1. as a group (only collectively do they eat that much yogurt) 
2. as a group (only collectively do they make that much money) 
3. as a group (no single radio has a speaker loud enough to be 

heard beyond its immediate area) 
4. as a group (only collectively do they enroll in that many 

courses) 
5. as individuals (every cowboy dies with his boots on) 
6. as a group (all three of them add up to 180 degrees) 
7. probably as a group, but possibly as individuals 
8. as individuals (the passengers don’t decide collectively) 
9. as a group (that’s too many miles for any individual to fly in 

a month) 
10. as individuals (they rode in the taxi one by one—or, at least, 

not all of them together) 

Exercise 2-12: 

1. ‘piano’ is being defined analytically. 
2. ‘decaffeinated’ is being defined by synonym. 
3. ‘my idea of a successful philosophy major’ is being defined 

by example (Steve Martin being the example, of course). 
This is a case where the defined term is not the one the 
sentence starts with. To figure out which is the defined term, 
ask yourself which thing the speaker is trying to help the 
listener learn more about. Is the speaker trying to help the 
listener learn a new fact about Steve Martin, or is the speaker 
trying to help the listener learn about the speaker’s idea of a 
successful philosophy major? Probably the latter. 
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4. ‘red planet’ is being defined by synonym (Mars). 
5. ‘UV’ is being defined by synonym. 
6. ‘plains Indians’ is being defined by example. 
7. ‘data’ is being defined analytically. 

8. ‘chiaroscuro’ is being defined by synonym. 
9. ‘bifocals’ is being defined analytically. 
10. ‘red’ is being defined analytically. 

in lecture on Wednesday, September 5: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 2. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 2-7, #9–10 
• Exercise 2-10, #38–42 
• Exercise 2-11, #11–15 
• Exercise 2-12, #11–15 

before discussion section September 5–10: 

 Add to the paper you started last week paper by describing and replying to an objection to the claim for 
which you are arguing. On the following pages are ways that the sample papers shown earlier could be 
extended in this way. 

 Like what you turned in last week, what turn in this week will contribute to your homework grade—it will 
be homework 3—and will be graded only on whether what you turn in reflects a good-faith effort to write 
this paper—points will not be deducted for flaws in your argument at this stage. Please note that the late-
homework policy (see p. 6) applies to this assignment. (Like last week’s assignment, this assignment is a 
precursor to the first paper assignment, which has a deadline of September 26.) 

 The same rules apply as before. And, as before, you should print four copies. 

in discussion section September 5–10: 

 You’ll turn in one copy of your paper. 
 You’ll work on your paper with your classmates using the other copies of your paper. 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
September 5, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
this paper in—September 5, 6, 7, or 10. 

 
 

The College-Degree Dividend 
 
 

A college education is an expensive undertaking, and many people think that the 

main benefits are intangible rather than financial—for example, being exposed to new 

ideas, becoming a more well-rounded person, and experiencing the unique social 

atmosphere of a college campus. Although these benefits should not be disregarded, the 

financial benefits of going to college are substantial, too. This conclusion is supported by 

two different kinds of evidence. 

First, many aspects of the job market favor college graduates. Some jobs are not 

open to applicants who lack a college education, and many well-paying jobs require skills 

that are cultivated in college. For example, many well-paying jobs require strong writing 

skills, strong reasoning skills, or strong research skills. For most college graduates, these 

skills are ones that were exercised, and improved, in several courses in college. 

Second, statistics show that college graduates have higher-paying jobs than 

other workers do. For example, a 2002 report from the U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 

while a worker with only a high-school diploma can anticipate lifetime earnings of $1.2 

 

 

1 
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 million, a college graduate can anticipate lifetime earnings of more than $2 million. 

In response to my arguments, it might be objected that with tuition rising rapidly 

at many universities, a college education will soon cease to be such a good financial 

investment. To reply to this objection, I would point out that the financial benefits of a 

college education are so large—consider the lifetime earnings comparison of more than 

$2 million versus just $1.2 million—that tuition increases are unlikely to tip the scales in 

the opposite direction any time soon. Fewer than a third of adults in America have earned 

a college degree; those within this group are positioned, on average, for a much more 

lucrative income stream than those outside of it can expect to receive. 

 

 

2 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
September 5, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
this paper in—September 5, 6, 7, or 10. 

 
 

Fourteen Philodendrons, Please 
 
 

If you want to get a plant that is easy to grow, the golden pothos is an excellent 

choice. This plant, which is in the philodendron family and which is shown in this picture 

(from http://www.foliageunlimited.net/images/pothos.jpg), 

has several great characteristics for people who are not good 

at growing plants that need a lot of careful attention, or who 

do not have time look after their plants very often. For 

example, it does not need a lot of light, and it can go for 

long periods of time without being watered. I have a plant like this in my office, and at 

times I have neglected to water it for so long that it seemed destined for the compost 

heap. But every time, I have been able to make it flourish again, with only the most 

casual watering—and no light other than from institutional fluorescent bulbs. Moreover, 

this plant copes well with overwatering, which of course can kill many plants as surely as 

a dearth of water will. Because of these factors, this plant is a very good choice for 

people who would like to have a plant but who, like me, need pretty hearty ones. 

 

 

1 
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 In response to my argument, it might be objected that owning and growing this 

plant is unsatisfying, because you do not get any sense of accomplishment from seeing it 

thrive. To reply to this objection, I would point out that some people might get a sense of 

accomplishment even from keeping alive such a resilient plant, if they have not had much 

success with more-delicate ones. More important, it should be noted that many people 

can be satisfied with a plant without feeling a sense of accomplishment about it. Many 

people might just like having a plant around, without needing to feel as if they have 

accomplished anything by keeping it alive. So this objection does not weaken my 

argument in favor of this plant as a good choice for certain people who would like to 

have a plant. 

 

 

2 
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Sunday, September 9: 

 If you have a disability that entitles you to special accommodations for taking tests, contact the Disability 
Resources office (see p. 4, above, for the Disability Resources office’s contact information), by the end of 
tomorrow, September 10, about making arrangements to take the test we have scheduled for September 17. 
If you are entitled to extra time, you will need to ask Disability Resources to proctor your test in a 
classroom other than our lecture hall. Be sure that the time slot you arrange with Disability Resources will 
finish by 12:50 p.m. on Monday, September 17. 

before lecture on Monday, September 10: 

 Read chapter 3. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 3-7, #1–7 
• Exercise 3-8, #1–3 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 3-7: 

1. d 
2. No, Howie’s reasoning is not sound. He may be right that he 

has no reason to think the three people would lie to him, but 
this does not mean that Elvis’s still being alive is the best 
explanation for their reports. The more likely explanation is 
that they’re mistaken, either because of having been tricked 
by look-alikes or by accident. 

3. He should realize that when someone asks for that sort of 
information over the phone, they’re probably trying to con 
you, not help you with your account. 

4. a 

5. b 
6. c 
7. c 

Exercise 3-8: 

1. boxing 
 • credible: d, c, b 
 • not: a 
2. Apple/Windows 
 • credible: b, e 
 • not: c, a 
3. tonsillectomy 
 • credible: b, c, and d 
 • not: a 

in lecture on Monday, September 10: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 3. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 3-7, #8–9 
• Exercise 3-8, #4–5 

before lecture on Wednesday, September 12:  

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 3-9, #1–5 
• Exercise 3-12, #1–5 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 3-9: 

1. d 
2. a or c (b and d are interested parties) 
3. c, with b being a close second because Supreme Court 

justices often know a lot about Constitutional history, too 
4. d or e 
5. b 

Exercise 3-12: 

1. accept (reputable magazine, reporting a straightforward 
announcement) 

2. reject, or at least suspend judgment due to lack of 
documentation 

3. accept (reputable source) 
4. suspend judgment due to ongoing controversy and lack of 

decisive evidence 
5. accept (reputable source, citing evidence that can be verified)

in lecture on Wednesday, September 12: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 3. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 3-12, #6–10 
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before discussion section September 12–17: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 4. 
• Exercise 3-10, #1 
• Exercise 3-12, #11–15 

in discussion section September 12–17: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 3-10, #2 
• Exercise 3-12, #16–20 

before lecture on Monday, September 17: 

 Study for the test on chapters 1–3. 
• This test will count for 15 percent of your grade. 
• To study for this test, you can work on the three tests that are shown on the following pages: 

• the practice test on chapters 1 and 2 from September 11, 2006 
• the test on chapters 1–3 from September 20, 2006 
• the test on chapters 1–3 from February 14, 2007 

 These, and the tests from last fall and spring shown later in this syllabus, are all the Reason and 
Argument tests I have given. So they are all the Reason and Argument tests of mine that any 
former students might have, or that might be stored in a cold-test file somewhere. The answer keys 
for the three tests on the next several pages are given on the page following them; try to ignore the 
correct answers until you’ve answered the questions on your own. 

• Here are the ground rules for the test: You’ll have 45 minutes to take the test. To be fair to the 
students who finish on time (who will be virtually everyone—time shouldn’t be a factor), I’ll take 
off 10 points per minute from the score of any student who doesn’t turn in his or her test when 
time is up. Also, if you arrive late, you can take the test, but you still have to finish at the same 
time as everyone else. 

• You might also want to be aware of my make-up test policy, which is below. 
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Make-up test policy: 
 
If you miss the test without a good excuse, you can take a make-up test, but only for partial credit. That is, I will 
deduct some number of percentage points from whatever percentage score you get on the make-up test. The number 
of percentage points I deduct will be 25 if you take the make-up test on the scheduled test date, 30 points if you take 
it the next day, 35 points if you take it two days later, and so on. 
 
If you have a good excuse that I can verify, then you can take a make-up test for full credit. A good excuse means 
that some circumstances arose that prevented you from taking the test, and there weren’t precautions you could 
reasonably have been expected to take that would have prevented those circumstances from occurring. Here are 
some hypothetical cases to illustrate what I mean: 
 
1. What if I have a cold, or the flu, on the day of the test? You cannot take a make-up test for full credit unless you 

go to a doctor and I can verify, by talking to that doctor, that your condition was bad enough to physically 
prevent you from taking the test in class. 

2. What if my illness will not prevent me from taking the test in class, but will prevent me from doing as well as I 
would have done if I had been at my best? Then you will have to take the test in class, or settle for a make-up 
test for partial credit—it’s not feasible for me to give make-up tests to all the people who, for whatever reason, 
aren’t at their best on the day of the test. So I have to be strict about this: if you are not sick enough for a doctor 
to affirm that you are physically unable to take the test, you need to decide whether you’ll be better off doing 
the best you can when the test is given in class, or taking it another day for partial credit. 

3. So if my doctor tells you that I was physically unable to take the test, then I’m covered? Yes, as long as the 
illness was one you couldn’t have been expected to take precautions to prevent. For example, as I’m sure you 
know, sometimes students say they can’t take the test because of the “stomach flu”—when the truth is that that 
they have a hangover. 

4. What if I will be out of town, due to a long-scheduled family vacation? I’m sorry, but this does not warrant a 
make-up test for full credit. Any student taking classes at a university should be prepared to be in class on any 
day when classes are in session. You can either change your travel plans, or take a make-up test for partial 
credit. 

5. What if I am flying back into town just before the test, and my flight is delayed and I miss the test? It is your 
responsibility to allow time for routine delays. So if a routine delay causes you to miss the test, then you can 
only take a make-up test for partial credit. But if you allow adequate lead time and—through some excessive 
delay on the part of your airline—you still do not arrive on time, then you can take a make-up test for full credit. 
Be prepared to provide verification. 

6. What if I have car trouble? Again, you need to be prepared to provide verification. 
 
If you miss a test, or know in advance that you will miss a test, contact me by e-mail (eggleston@ku.edu) as soon as 
you can. If you can suggest some times when you would be available to take a make-up test, please do that as well. 
Which make-up test I give you will not depend on whether you are taking it for full credit or partial credit, so we do 
not have to settle that question in order for us to schedule your make-up test. Thus, scheduling you make-up test will 
be our first priority, and later we’ll sort out the question of full credit or partial credit. Regardless of whether you 
want to take a make-up test for full credit or for partial credit, you must contact me about taking a make-up test 
without any unnecessary delay, and take your make-up test as soon as you are physically able to do so. 
 
I know this policy is strict. But the vast majority of students take the tests when they are supposed to, and I think 
they’re entitled to some vigilance, on my part, against unwarranted requests for make-up tests for full credit. So I 
restrict those to the circumstances described above. 
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Answer key for practice test on chapters 1 and 2 from September 11, 2006: 
 

  C   
1 

  A   
2 

  A   
3 

  A   
4 

  A   
5 

  B   
6 

  C   
7 

  B   
8 

  B   
9 

  A   
10 

  A   
11 

  B   
12

 
  13. (example of a correct answer:)      Apples are a good snack because they are healthy.                                   
 
  14. (example of a correct answer:)      I like cookies because they taste good.                                                     
 

  D   
15 

  A   
16 

  D   
17 

  D   
18 

  D   
19 

  B   
20 

  C   
21 

  A   
22 

  C   
23 

  D   
24 

  C   
25 

  A   
26 

  C   
27 

 
Answer key for test on chapters 1–3 from September 20, 2006: 
 

  B   
1 

  B   
2 

  B   
3 

 A or B  
4 

  A   
5 

  C   
6 

  A   
7 

  D   
8 

  B   
9 

  B   
10 

  A   
11 

  B   
12

 
  13. (example of a correct answer:)      I like cookies because they taste good.                                                    
 
  14. (example of a correct answer:)      Apples are a good snack because they are healthy.                                   
 

  B   
15 

  C   
16 

  C   
17 

  C   
18 

  A   
19 

  D   
20 

  A   
21 

  A   
22 

  A   
23 

  B   
24 

  B   
25 

  C   
26 

  A   
27 

 
  A   
28 

  A   
29 

  B   
30 

  B   
31 

  A   
32 

  C   
33 

  C   
34 

  D   
35 

  B   
36 

 B or D  
37 

  A   
38 

  D   
39

 
Answer key for test on chapters 1–3 from February 14, 2007: 
 

  B   
1 

  A   
2 

  B   
3 

  C   
4 

  E   
5 

  B   
6 

  D   
7 

  B   
8 

  D   
9 

  C   
10 

  B   
11 

  C   
12 

 
  C   
13 

  C   
14 

  D   
15 

  C   
16 

  B   
17 

  C   
18 

  A   
19 

  C   
20 

  A   
21 

  C   
22 

  B   
23 

  C   
24 

in lecture on Monday, September 17: 

 You’ll take the test on chapters 1–3.  
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before lecture on Wednesday, September 19: 

 Read chapter 4. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 4-1, #1–17 
• Exercise 4-2, #1–6 
• Exercise 4-3, #1–7 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 4-1: 

1. a  
2. a  
3. a  
4. b  
5. c  
6. d  
7. a  
8. d  
9. b  
10. d  
11. c  
12. c  
13. a 
14. d 
15. T 
16. a 
17. d 

Exercise 4-2: 

1. hyperbole  
2. dysphemism  
3. not a rhetorical device  
4. dysphemism  
5. not a rhetorical device  
6. dysphemism 

Exercise 4-3: 

1. dysphemism 
2. dysphemism 
3. hyperbole 
4. weasler 
5. proof surrogate 
6.  not a rhetorical device 
7. loaded question

in lecture on Wednesday, September 19: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 4. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 4-4, #1–6 

before discussion section September 19–24: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 5. 
• Exercise 4-4, #1–4 
• Exercise 4-6, #1–4 
• Exercise 4-7, #1–4 

in discussion section September 19–24: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 4-8, #1–4 

before lecture on Monday, September 24: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 4-9, #1–4 
• Exercise 4-10, #1–10 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 4-9: 

1. whether parents and teachers should reach agreements about 
children’s behavior, timekeeping, homework, and bedtime 

2. that they should not (or, at least, do not need to) 
3. No argument is given. 
4. The second paragraph contains many rhetorical analogies, 

implicitly comparing the proposed matters to other, more 
extreme, matters that might be settled by contracts. 
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Exercise 4-10: 

1. The quotation marks are a downplayer, suggesting the school 
doesn’t really deserve to be called a university. 

2. The term ‘ethnic cleansing’ is a euphemism, making 
genocide sound less immoral. 

3. The references to the I.R.S., the post office, and the Pentagon 
are rhetorical analogies. 

4. A rhetorical definition is given for socialism. 
5. The term ‘little run-in with the law’ is a euphemism, making 

the events (whatever they are) sound trivial. 

6. There is no rhetorical device from this chapter here. 
7. The term ‘resettled’ is a euphemism for forcing people out of 

their homes, and ‘internment camps’ is a euphemism for 
prisons (or, at least, places that people were not allowed to 
leave until the government said they could). 

8. The term ‘gaming’ is a euphemism for gambling. 
9. The term ‘politician’ is a dysphemism, suggesting the 

candidate has demeaned himself somehow. 
10. A rhetorical definition is given for capitalism.

in lecture on Monday, September 24: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 4. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 4-10, #11–15 

before lecture on Wednesday, September 26: 

 Re-read the paper you have been working on, and make any final revisions you think are warranted. Print 
two copies—one for yourself, and one to turn in. Your paper will be graded on content (not just 
completeness, as with the earlier drafts you turned in for homework). The grade you get will be your first 
paper grade; it will not influence your homework grade. So the late-homework policy does not apply to this 
assignment; rather; the late-paper policy, below, applies to this assignment. 

 
Late-paper policy: 

Papers turned in late will have a penalty of 10 percentage points per day (or fraction thereof) of lateness, except 
under conditions that would excuse you from taking a test, if there were one being given when homework is due. 
(See the make-up test policy, on p. 21, for details of that.) You can turn in your paper electronically, by e-mailing it 
to your T.A., but papers turned in electronically will have a penalty of 10 percentage points. 
 

 Read chapter 5. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 5-2, #1–10 
 
Answers: 

Exercise 5-2: 

1. “argument” from popularity 
2. two wrongs make a right 
3. wishful thinking 
4. “argument” from pity 

5. scare tactics 
6. no fallacy 
7. red herring 
8. red herring 
9. “argument” from pity 
10. “argument” from outrage

in lecture on Wednesday, September 26: 

 You’ll turn in your first paper. 

 I’ll talk about chapter 5. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 5-2, #11–15 
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before discussion section September 26–October 1: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 6. 
• Exercise 5-5, #1–10 

in discussion section September 26–October 1: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 5-6, #1–10 

before lecture on Monday, October 1: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 5-7, #1–12 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 5-7: 

1. scare tactics 
2. red herring (by appealing to greed)  
3. relativist fallacy  
4. scare tactics  
5. apple polishing  

6. “argument” from pity  
7. two wrongs make a right  
8. smokescreen  
9. “argument” from popularity  
10. red herring  
11. no fallacy 
12. red herring

in lecture on Monday, October 1: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 5. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 5-7, #13–18 

Tuesday, October 2: 

 If you have a disability that entitles you to special accommodations for taking tests, contact the Disability 
Resources office (see p. 4, above, for the Disability Resources office’s contact information), by the end of 
tomorrow, October 3, about making arrangements to take the test we have scheduled for October 10. If you 
are entitled to extra time, you will need to ask Disability Resources to proctor your test in a classroom other 
than our lecture hall. Be sure that the time slot you arrange with Disability Resources will finish by 12:50 
p.m. on Wednesday, October 10. 

before lecture on Wednesday, October 3:  

 Read chapter 6. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 6-2, #1–10 
• Exercise 6-3, #1–6 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 6-2: 

1. begging the question  
2. perfectionist fallacy  
3. false dilemma  
4.  straw man  
5. perfectionist fallacy  
6. inconsistency ad hominem  
7. straw man  
8. circumstantial ad hominem  

9. begging the question  
10. line-drawing fallacy  

Exercise 6-3: 

1. inconsistency ad hominem 
2. inconsistency ad hominem 
3.  poisoning the well 
4. inconsistency ad hominem 
5.  circumstantial ad hominem 
6. inconsistency ad hominem
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in lecture on Wednesday, October 3: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 6. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 6-3, #7–12 

before discussion section October 3–8: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 7. 
• Exercise 6-4, #1–10 

in discussion section October 3–8: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 6-4, #11–17 

before lecture on Monday, October 8: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 6-5, #1–10 

 
Answers: 

Exercise  6-5: 

1. misplacing the burden of proof 
2. false dilemma 
3. begging the question 
4. false dilemma 

5. straw man 
6.  straw man 
7. inconsistency ad hominem 
8. false dilemma 
9. begging the question 
10. misplaced burden of proof 

in lecture on Monday, October 8: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 6. 
 We’ll work including the following exercise: 

• Exercise 6-8 (real-estate conversation) 

before lecture on Wednesday, October 10: 

 Study for the test on chapters 4–6. 
• This test will count for 15 percent of your grade. 
• To study for this test, you can work on the two tests that are shown on the following pages: 

• the test on chapters 4–6 from October 16, 2006 
• the test on chapters 4–6 from March 7, 2007 
The answer keys are given on the page following the two tests; try to ignore them until you’ve 
answered the questions on your own. 

• Here are the ground rules for the test: You’ll have 45 minutes to take the test. To be fair to the 
students who finish on time (who will be virtually everyone—time shouldn’t be a factor), I’ll take 
off 10 points per minute from the score of any student who doesn’t turn in his or her test when 
time is up. Also, if you arrive late, you can take the test, but you still have to finish at the same 
time as everyone else. 

• You might also want to be aware of my make-up test policy, which is on p. 21 of this syllabus. 
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Answer key for test on chapters 4–6 from October 16, 2006: 
 

  A   
1 

  D   
2 

  F   
3 

  F   
4 

  B   
5 

  D   
6 

  E   
7 

  A   
8 

  C   
9 

  B   
10 

 
  C   
11 

  B   
12 

  A   
13 

  D   
14 

  A   
15 

  E   
16 

  D   
17 

  C   
18 

  E   
19 

  A   
20 

  D   
21 

  B   
22

 
  C   
23 

  B   
24 

  G   
25 

  D   
26 

  A   
27 

  F   
28 

  D   
29 

  C   
30 

  B   
31 

  E   
32 

  F   
33

 
Answer key for test on chapters 4–6 from March 7, 2007: 
 

  I   
1 

  A   
2 

  F   
3 

  E   
4 

  J   
5 

  G   
6 

  J   
7 

  D   
8 

  H   
9 

  B   
10 

  E   
11 

  B   
12 

  C   
13 

  B   
14 

  E   
15 

 
  G   

16 
  D   

17 
  A   

18 
  J   

19 
  H   

20 
  G   

21 
  E   

22 
  I   
23 

  B   
24 

  A   
25 

  F   
26 

  H   
27 

  C   
28 

  I   
29 

  D   
30

in lecture on Wednesday, October 10: 

 You’ll take the test on chapters 4–6.  

discussion sections October 10–15: 

 Because of fall break on October 11 and 12, discussion sections will not meet October 10–15. 
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before lecture on Monday, October 15: 

 Read chapter 7. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 7-1, #1–5 
• Exercise 7-7, #1–12 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 7-1: 

1. a. premise  
 b. premise  
 c. conclusion  
2. a. premise  
 b. premise  
 c. conclusion  
3. a. conclusion  
 b. premise  
4. a. premise  
 b. premise  
 c. conclusion  
5. a. premise  
 b. conclusion  

 c. premise  
 d. premise 

Exercise 7-7: 

1. false  
2. false  
3. valid, true  
4. false  
5. true  
6. false  
7. true  
8. false  
9. false  
10. true  
11. false  
12. true  

in lecture on Monday, October 15: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 7. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 7-10, #1–5 
• Exercise 7-11, #1–5 

before lecture on Wednesday, October 17: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 7-10, #6–10 
• Exercise 7-11, #6–10 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 7-10: 

6. If the lights are bright, we can safely conclude that the 
battery is in good condition.  

7. All dogs that scratch a lot have fleas or dry skin.  
8. Any good senator would make an excellent president.  
9. Anyone who doesn’t own a gun is sure to be for gun control.  
10. Any poet whose work appears in many Sierra Club 

publications is one of America’s most outstanding poets. 

Exercise 7-11: 

6. If the lights are bright, we can probably safely conclude that 
the battery is in good condition.  

7. Most dogs that scratch a lot have fleas or dry skin.  
8. A good senator would probably make an excellent president.  
9. Anyone who doesn’t own a gun is likely to be for gun 

control.  
10. A poet whose work appears in many Sierra Club publications 

is probably one of America’s most outstanding poets.

in lecture on Wednesday, October 17: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 7. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 7-12, #1–5 
• Exercise 7-13, #1–5 
• Exercise 7-14, #1–5 

before discussion section October 17–22: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 8. 
• Exercise 7-16, #1–5 
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in discussion section October 17–22: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 7-17, #1–5 

before lecture on Monday, October 22: 

 Read chapter 8, through p. 254. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 8-1, #1–15 
 
Answers: 

Exercise 8-1: 

1. All salamanders are lizards.  
2. Some lizards are not salamanders.  
3. All lizards are reptiles.  
4. All members of the suborder Ophidia are snakes.  
5. All members of the suborder Ophidia are snakes.  
6. No burrowing snakes are poisonous snakes.  
7. All alligators are reptiles.  

8. All things that qualify as frogs are things that qualify as 
amphibians.  

9. All places there are snakes are places there are frogs.  
10. All places there are snakes are places there are frogs.  
11. All times the frog population decreases are times the snake 

population decreases.  
12. All the people who arrived are cheerleaders.  
13. All the people who got raises are vice presidents.  
14.  All the people who got seats are people who arrived early.  
15. Some home movies are things that are as boring as dirt.

in lecture on Monday, October 22: 

 I’ll talk about the first part of chapter 8. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 8-1, #16–20 

before lecture on Wednesday, October 24:  

 Read pp. 266–274 of chapter 8. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below.  

• Exercise 8-11, #1–6 
 
Answers: 

Exercise 8-11: 

1. We start by identifying the conclusion: No books that are 
sewn in signatures are paperbacks. We always let ‘S’ stand 
for the subject of the conclusion, and ‘P’ stand for the 
predicate. So, at this point, we have the following 
information about this argument: 

 
 S = books that are sewn in signatures 
 P = paperbacks 
 conclusion: No S are P. 
 
 Glancing at the premises, we can see that the middle term— 

the one that connects the two premises but doesn’t appear in 
the conclusion—is books that use glue in their spines. So, we 
can now say the following: 

 
 M = books that use glue in their spines. 
 premise 1: All P are M. 
 premise 2: No M are S. 
 
 Now let’s start representing the premises in a Venn diagram. 

Since neither premise is an I-premise or an O-premise, we 
can start with either one. So, we’ll start with the first premise 
(All P are M). Here is how that looks: 

 

  
 
 Now, adding in the second premise (No M are S), we have 

the following: 
 

  

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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 Now let’s see how the conclusion (No S are P) would be 
represented.  

 

   
  
 Since these markings are already included in the markings for 

the two premises, the argument is valid. 
 
2. We start by identifying the conclusion: Some sound 

arguments are not interesting arguments. We always let ‘S’ 
stand for the subject of the conclusion, and ‘P’ stand for the 
predicate. So, at this point, we have the following 
information about this argument: 

 
 S = sound arguments 
 P = interesting arguments 
 conclusion: Some S are P. 
 
 Glancing at the premises, we can see that the middle term—

the one that connects the two premises but doesn’t appear in 
the conclusion—is valid arguments. So, we can now say the 
following: 

 
 M = valid arguments 
 premise 1: All S are M. 
 premise 2: Some M are not P. 
 
 Now let’s start representing the premises in a Venn diagram. 

Since neither premise is an I-premise or an O-premise, we 
can start with either one. So, we’ll start with the first premise 
(All S are M). Here is how that looks: 

  

  
 
 Now, adding in the second premise (Some M are not P), we 

have the following: 
 

  

  
 Now let’s see how the conclusion (Some S are not P) would 

be represented. 
 

  
 Since these markings are not already included in the 

markings for the two premises, the argument is not valid. 
 
3. We start by identifying the conclusion: Some mathematicians 

are not statisticians. We always let ‘S’ stand for the subject of 
the conclusion, and ‘P’ stand for the predicate. So, at this 
point, we have the following information about this 
argument: 

 
 S = mathematicians 
 P = statisticians 
 conclusion: Some S are not P. 
 
 Glancing at the premises, we can see that the middle term—

the one that connects the two premises but doesn’t appear in 
the conclusion—is topologists. So, we can now say the 
following: 

 
 M = topologists 
 premise 1: All M are S. 
 premise 2: Some M are not P. 
 
 Now let’s start representing the premises in a Venn diagram. 

Since the second premise is an O-premise, and the first 
premise is neither an I-premise nor an O-premise, we need to 
start with the first premise (All M are S). Here is how that 
looks: 

 

  
 
 Now, adding in the second premise (Some M are not P), we 

have the following: 
 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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 Now let’s see how the conclusion (Some S are not P) would 

be represented. 
 

  
 Since these markings are already included in the markings for 

the two premises, the argument is valid. 
 
4. We start by identifying the conclusion: Louis must be tired 

today. Expressing this in standard form, we have this: All 
times that are today are times that Louis is tired. We always 
let ‘S’ stand for the subject of the conclusion, and ‘P’ stand 
for the predicate. So, at this point, we have the following 
information about this argument: 

 
 S = times that are today 
 P = times that Louis is tired 
 conclusion: All S are P. 
 
 Glancing at the premises, we can see that the middle term—

the one that connects the two premises but doesn’t appear in 
the conclusion—is times that Louis is edgy. So, we can now 
say the following: 

 
 M = times that Louis is edgy 
 premise 1: All P are M. 
 premise 2: All S are M. 
 
 Now let’s start representing the premises in a Venn diagram. 

Since neither premise is an I-premise or an O-premise, we 
can start with either one. So we’ll start with the first premise 
(All P are M). Here is how that looks: 

 

  
 
 Now, adding in the second premise (All S are M), we have 

the following: 

  
 
 Now let’s see how the conclusion (All S are P) would be 

represented: 
 

  
 Since these markings are not already included in the 

markings for the two premises, the argument is not valid. 
 
5. We start by identifying the conclusion: Some voters are not 

residents. We always let ‘S’ stand for the subject of the 
conclusion, and ‘P’ stand for the predicate. So, at this point, 
we have the following information about this argument: 

 
 S = voters 
 P = residents 
 conclusion: Some S are not P. 
 
 Glancing at the premises, we can see that the middle term—

the one that connects the two premises but doesn’t appear in 
the conclusion—is citizens. So, we can now say the 
following: 

 
 M = citizens 
 premise 1: All S are M. 
 premise 2: Some M are not P. 
 
 Now let’s start representing the premises in a Venn diagram. 

Since the second premise is an O-premise, and the first 
premise is neither an I-premise nor an O-premise, we need to 
start with the first premise (All S are M). Here is how that 
looks: 

 

  
 
 Now, adding in the second premise (Some M are not P), we 

have the following: 
 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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 Now let’s see how the conclusion (Some S are not P) would 

be represented. 
 

  
 Since these markings are not already included in the 

markings for the two premises, the argument is not valid. 
 
6. We start by identifying the conclusion: No chords that use 

the major scale are dominant sevenths. We always let ‘S’ 
stand for the subject of the conclusion, and ‘P’ stand for the 
predicate. So, at this point, we have the following 
information about this argument: 

 
 S = chords that use the major scale 
 P = chords that are dominant sevenths 
 conclusion: No S are P. 
 
 Glancing at the premises, we can see that the middle term—

the one that connects the two premises but doesn’t appear in 
the conclusion—is chords that are in the mixolydian mode. 
So, we can now say the following: 

 
 M = chords that are in the mixolydian mode 
 premise 1: All P are M. 
 premise 2: No M are S. 
 
 Now let’s start representing the premises in a Venn diagram. 

Since neither premise is an I-premise or an O-premise, we 

can start with either one. So, we’ll start with the first premise 
(All P are M). Here is how that looks: 

 

  
 
 Now, adding in the second premise (No M are S), we have 

the following: 
 

  
  
 Now let’s see how the conclusion (No S are P) would be 

represented. 
 

  
 Since these markings are already included in the markings for 

the two premises, the argument is valid. 
 

in lecture on Wednesday, October 24: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 8. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 8-11, #7–10 

before discussion section October 24–29: 

 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 
as homework 9. 
• Exercise 8-12, #1–10 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 

S P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
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in discussion section October 24–29: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework. 

Sunday, October 28: 

 If you have a disability that entitles you to special accommodations for taking tests, contact the Disability 
Resources office (see p. 4, above, for the Disability Resources office’s contact information), by the end of 
tomorrow, October 29, about making arrangements to take the test we have scheduled for November 5. If 
you are entitled to extra time, you will need to ask Disability Resources to proctor your test in a classroom 
other than our lecture hall. Be sure that the time slot you arrange with Disability Resources will finish by 
12:50 p.m. on Monday, November 5. 

before lecture on Monday, October 29: 

 Read chapter 9, through p. 301. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 9-1, #1–5 
• Exercise 9-2, #1–15 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 9-1: 

1. Q → P  
2. Q → P  
3. P → Q  
4. Q → P  
5. (Q → P) & (P → Q) 

Exercise 9-2: 

1. (P → Q) & R  
2. P → (Q & R)  

3. (P & Q) → R  
4. P & (Q → R)  
5. P → (Q → R)  
6. (P → Q) & (R → Q)  
7. (P v R) → Q  
8. P v (Q → R)  
9. (P v Q) → R  
10. P → (Q v R)  
11. ~C → S  
12. ~(C → S)  
13. S → ~R  
14. ~S v ~C  
15. F v C

in lecture on Monday, October 29: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 9. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 9-2, #16–20 

before lecture on Wednesday, October 31: 

 Read pp. 302–306 of chapter 9. (On p. 306, stop when you get to the short truth-table method. We will not 
be using that.) 

 Answer the following questions for practice. Use the full truth-table method. You can check your answers 
below. 
• Exercise 9-4, #1–6 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 9-4: 

1. P v ~Q 
 ~Q 
 — 
 ~P 
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   2nd premise: 1st premise: conclusion: 
 P Q ~Q (P v ~Q) ~P 
 T T F T F 
 T F T T F 
 F T F F T 
 F F T T T 

 
 In the second row, the truth values in boxes show that, in that row, all of the premises are true, and the conclusion is false.  
 So, the argument is invalid. 
  
2. P → Q 
 ~Q 
 — 
 ~P 
  
   1st premise: 2nd premise: conclusion: 
 P Q P → Q ~Q ~P 
 T T T F F 
 T F F T F 
 F T T F T 
 F F T T T 

 
 Since there is no row in which all of the premises are true and the conclusion is false, the argument is valid.  
  
3. ~(P v Q) 
 R → P 
 — 
 ~R 
  
     1st premise: 2nd premise: conclusion: 
 P Q R P v Q ~(P v Q) R → P ~R 
 T T T T F T F 
 T T F T F T T 
 T F T T F T F 
 T F F F T T T 
 F T T T F F F 
 F T F T F T T 
 F F T T F F F 
 F F F F T T T 

 
 Since there is no row in which all of the premises are true and the conclusion is false, the argument is valid. 
 
4. P → (Q → R) 
 ~(P → Q) 
 — 
 R 
  
   conclusion:  1st premise:  2nd premise: 

 P Q R Q → R P → (Q → R) P → Q ~(P → Q) 
 T T T T T T F 
 T T F F F T F 
 T F T T T F T 
 T F F T T F T 
 F T T T T T F 
 F T F F T T F 
 F F T T T T F 
 F F F T T T F 

 
 In the fourth row, the truth values in boxes show that, in that row, all of the premises are true, and the conclusion is false.  
 So, the argument is invalid. 
 
5. P v (Q → R) 
 Q & ~R 
 — 
 ~P 
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     1st premise:  2nd premise: conclusion: 
 P Q R Q → R P v (Q → R) ~R Q & ~R ~P 
 T T T T T F F F 
 T T F F T T T F 
 T F T T T F F F 
 T F F T T T F F 
 F T T T T F F T 
 F T F F F T T T 
 F F T T T F F T 
 F F F T T T F T 

 
 In the second row, the truth values in boxes show that, in that row, all of the premises are true, and the conclusion is false.  
 So, the argument is invalid. 
 
6. (P → Q) v (R → Q) 
 P & (~P → ~R) 
 — 
 Q 
  
  conclusion:    1st premise:    2nd premise: 
 P Q R P → Q R → Q (P → Q) v (R → Q) ~P ~R ~P → ~R P & (~P → ~R) 
 T T T T T T F F T T 
 T T F T T T F T T T 
 T F T F F F F F T T 
 T F F F T T F T T T 
 F T T T T T T F F F 
 F T F T T T T T T F 
 F F T T F T T F F F 
 F F F T T T T T T F 

 
 In the fourth row, the truth values in boxes show that, in that row, all of the premises are true, and the conclusion is false.  
 So, the argument is invalid. 

in lecture on Wednesday, October 31: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 9. 
 We’ll work on the following questions:  

• Exercise 9-4, #7–9 

before discussion section October 31–November 5: 

 Read chapter 9, pp. 310–314. 
 Type or write your answers to the following questions. You will turn in your answers in discussion section, 

as homework 10. 
• Exercise 9-6, #1–3 
• Exercise 9-7, #1–6 

in discussion section October 31–November 5: 

 You’ll turn in your homework, and it will be recorded and returned. 
 You’ll go over the homework, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 9-6, #4–5 
• Exercise 9-7, #7–10 

before lecture on Monday, November 5:  

 Study for the test on chapters 7–9. 
• This test will count for 15 percent of your grade. 
• To study for this test, you can work on the three tests that are shown on the following pages: 

• the practice test on chapters 7–9 from November 8, 2006 
• the test on chapters 7–9 from November 13, 2006 
• the test on chapters 7–9 from April 11, 2007 
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The answer keys are given on the page following the three tests; try to ignore them until you’ve 
answered the questions on your own. 

• Here are the ground rules for the test: You’ll have 45 minutes to take the test. To be fair to the 
students who finish on time (who will be virtually everyone—time shouldn’t be a factor), I’ll take 
off 10 points per minute from the score of any student who doesn’t turn in his or her test when 
time is up. Also, if you arrive late, you can take the test, but you still have to finish at the same 
time as everyone else. 

• You might also want to be aware of my make-up test policy, which is on p. 21 of this syllabus. 
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Correction: In #2, above, the word ‘valid’ should not appear. 
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Correction: In #13, above, ‘breads’ should be ‘beards’. 
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Answer key for practice test on chapters 7–9 from November 8, 2006: 
 

  A   
1 

  A   
2 

  D   
3 

  A   
4 

  C   
5 

  B   
6 

  D   
7 

  E   
8 

  A   
9 

  I   
10 

  O   
11 

  I   
12 

 
  E    

13 
  O   
14 

  A   
15 

  F   
16 

  D   
17 

  A   
18 

  B   
19 

  E   
20 

  B   
21 

  G   
22 

  I   
23 

 
24. 1. ~P & Q (premise) 
 2. R → P (premise) 
 3. Q (1, simplification) 
 4. ~P (1, simplification) 
 5. ~R (2, 4, modus tollens) 
 6. Q & ~R (3, 5, conjunction) 

Answer key for test on chapters 7–9 from November 13, 2006: 
 

  A   
1 

  A   
2 

  A   
3 

  A   
4 

  A   
5 

  A   
6 

  A   
7 

  A   
8 

  A   
9 

  A   
10 

  A   
11 

  A   
12 

 
  A   
13 

  A   
14 

  A   
15 

  A   
16 

  A   
17 

  A   
18 

  A   
19 

  A   
20 

  A   
21 

  A   
22 

  A   
23 

 
24. 1. Q → (P → R) (premise) 
 2. ~R & Q (premise) 
 3. Q (2, simplification)  
 4. P → R (1, 3, modus ponens) 
 5. ~R (2, simplification) 
 6. ~P (4, 5, modus tollens) 

Answer key for test on chapters 7–9 from April 11, 2007: 
 

  C   
1 

 D or E  
2 

  C   
3 

  B   
4 

  D   
5 

  A   
6 

  B   
7 

  B   
8 

  A   
9 

  D   
10 

  I   
11 

  E   
12 

  O   
13 

  A   
14 

  E   
15 

 
  E   

16 
  B   

17 
  A   

18 
  A   

19 
  B   

20 
  A   

21 
  D   

22 
  B   

23 
  B   

24 
  C   

25 
  B   

26 
  C   

27 
  H   

28 
  E   

29 
  A   

30

in lecture on Monday, November 5: 

 You’ll take the test on chapters 7–9.  
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before lecture on Wednesday, November 7: 

 Read chapter 10. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 10-1, #1–7 
• Exercise 10-3, #1–7 
• Exercise 10-4, #1–7 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 10-1: 

1. a 
 terms: these shrubs and privet  
 target: these shrubs  
2. b  
3. a 
 terms: last version of Word and this version  
 target: this version  
4.  b  
5.  a 
 terms: math and symbolic logic  
 target: symbolic logic  
6. a 
 terms: boyfriend’s five previous marriages and his next 

marriage  
 target: his next marriage  
7. a 
 terms: sun’s effects on face and sun’s effects on hands  
 target: sun’s effects on hands 

Exercise 10-3: 

1. a  
2.  b  
3.  b  
4.  a  
5.  b  
6.  b  

7.  a 

Exercise 10-4: 

1. terms: last nine El Niños and the next one  
 target: the next one  
 property in question: below-average rainfall across the 

northern United States and southern Canada  
2. sample: Disney movies seen  
 target class: all Disney movies  
 property in question: violent  
3. sample: my professors  
 target class: professors everywhere  
 property in question: wearing glasses  
4. terms: when Christmas decorations have gone up in the past 

and when they will next year  
 target: when Christmas decorations will go up next year  
 property in question: going up a little earlier than the year 

before  
5. sample: conservatives I’ve met  
 target class: most conservatives  
 property in question: disliking Olympia Snowe  
6. sample: grade on first test  
 target class: grades on all tests  
 property in question: how high or low  
7. terms: grand pianos sold by the music department in the past 

and two being sold now  
 target: two being sold now  
 property in question: overpriced

in lecture on Wednesday, November 7: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 10. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 10-1, #8–10 
• Exercise 10-3, #8–10 
• Exercise 10-4, #8–10 

before discussion section November 7–12: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. 
• Exercise 10-8, #1–2 
• Exercise 10-10, #1–7 

in discussion section November 7–12: 

 You’ll go over the questions you did for practice, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 10-8, #3 
• Exercise 10-10, #8–10 
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Saturday, November 10: 

 I hope this doesn’t apply to you, but if you feel that should withdraw from this class rather than staying in it 
for a grade that will influence your G.P.A., you should be aware that the last day to withdraw from this 
class is this Monday, November 12 (as indicated at http://www.registrar.ku.edu/timetable/079grades.shtml). 
Here are instructions for doing that: 
1. Print this form: http://www.registrar.ku.edu/pdf/change.pdf. 
2.  Fill in your name and other information at the top. 
3. Fill in a row near the bottom with the following information: 
 

Action 
Code 

Class # 
(5 digit) 

Dept 
(eg ENGL) 

Catalog # 
(3 digit) Course Title 

Credit 
Hrs. 

D 26257 PHIL 148 Reason and Argument 3 
 

4. Bring the form to me and I’ll sign it, date it, and check ‘WP’ or ‘WF’. Bring the form to me in my 
office, not in class, because I’ll need to look at the online gradebook to see what grade to check on 
the form. In most cases, I’ll check ‘WP’ if the weighted average of your scores to date is at least 
60.00, and will check ‘WF’ otherwise. The ‘WP’ or ‘WF’ will appear on your transcript, but will 
not influence your G.P.A. 

If you want to figure out yourself whether I will check ‘WP’ or ‘WF’, and you are doing 
this after the test on November 5, you can use the following procedure.  
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In the boxes in column b, write your 
grades for the assignments and tests 
listed in column a: 

Multiply each number in column b by the number 
immediately to the right of it, in column c, and write 
their product immediately to the right, in column d. 

column a column b column c column d 
homework 1 (due in 
discussion section August 
22–27) 

1b            
0.015 

1d             

homework 2 (due in 
discussion section August 
29–August 31) 

2b 
0.015 

2d 

homework 3 (due in 
discussion section 
September 5–10) 

3b 
0.015 

3d 

homework 4 (due in 
discussion section 
September 12–17) 

4b 
0.015 

4d 

test on chapters 1–3 
(September 17) 

5b 0.15 5d 

homework 5 (due in 
discussion section 
September 19–24) 

6b 
0.015 

6d 

first paper (due in lecture 
on September 26) 

7b 0.1 7d 

homework 6 (due in 
discussion section 
September 26–October 1) 

8b 
0.015 

8d 

homework 7 (due in 
discussion section October 
3–8) 

9b 
0.015 

9d 

test on chapters 4–6 
(October 10) 

10b 0.15 10d 

homework 8 (due in 
discussion section October 
17–22) 

11b 
0.015 

11d 

homework 9 (due in 
discussion section October 
24–29) 

12b 
0.015 

12d 

homework 10 (due in 
discussion section October 
31–November 5) 

13b 
0.015 

13d 

test on chapters 7–9 
(November 5) 

14b 0.15 14d 

Add up the numbers in column d (boxes 1d through 14d), and write 
their sum in box 15. 

15 

Divide the number in box 15 by 0.7, and write the result in box 16. 
This is the weighted average of your grades to date. 

16 

 

before lecture on Monday, November 12: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 10-16, #1–7 
• Exercise 10-18, #1–2 
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Answers: 

Exercise 10-16: 

1. biased generalizing  
2. hasty generalizing  
3. hasty generalizing  
4. hasty generalizing  
5. biased generalizing  
6. hasty generalizing  
7. hasty generalizing 

Exercise 10-18: 

1. If you are flipping a coin, rolling a die, or using some other 
device that results in random outcomes (heads sometimes and 
tails sometimes, or a number between 1 and 6, or whatever), 

then if you just do it a few times, it would not be surprising if 
the results don’t match what you expect (e.g., a roughly equal 
mixture of heads and tails, or a roughly equal mixture of 1’s, 
2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s, and 6’s). But if you do it many times, then 
the results should match what you expect. The more times 
you do it, the closer you can expect the results to match the 
ratios that you would have predicted at the start.  

2. This might be a reasonable application of the law of large 
numbers, and it might not be. It all depends on whether it is 
true, biologically, that reproduction in humans is exactly as 
likely to result in a male baby being born as a female baby 
being born.

in lecture on Monday, November 12: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 10. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 10-16, #8–10 
• Exercise 10-18, #3 

before lecture on Wednesday, November 14: 

 Read chapter 11. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 11-3, #1–15 
 
Answers: 

Exercise 11-3: 

1. a  
2.  b  
3. a  
4. b  
5. a  
6. b  

7. a  
8. b  
9. b  
10. b  
11. a  
12. a  
13. a  
14. a  
15. a

in lecture on Wednesday, November 14:: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 11. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 11-3, #16–20 

before discussion section November 14–19:  

 Type or write your answers to the following questions for practice. 
• Exercise 11-4, #1–15 

 Note that these discussion sections will be the last ones of the course. 

in discussion section November 14–19: 

 You’ll go over the questions you did for practice, if necessary. 
 You’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 11-4, #16–20 
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before lecture on Monday, November 19: 

 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 
• Exercise 11-11, #1–10 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 11-11: 

1. A, A, A  
2. F, A, A  
3. F, A, A  
4. A, A, A  

5. A, F, A  
6. F, F, F  
7. F, A, F  
8. F, A, A  
9. A, A, F  
10. A, A, A

in lecture on Monday, November 19: 

 I’ll talk more about chapter 11. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 11-12, #1–10 

Tuesday, November 20: 

 If you have a disability that entitles you to special accommodations for taking tests, contact the Disability 
Resources office (see p. 4, above, for the Disability Resources office’s contact information), by the end of 
tomorrow, November 21, about making arrangements to take the test we have scheduled for November 28. 
If you are entitled to extra time, you will need to ask Disability Resources to proctor your test in a 
classroom other than our lecture hall. Be sure that the time slot you arrange with Disability Resources will 
finish by 12:50 p.m. on Wednesday, November 28. 

lecture on Wednesday, November 21: cancelled because of Thanksgiving break 

discussion sections November 21–26: cancelled because of Thanksgiving break 

before lecture on Monday, November 26: 

 Read chapter 12, pp. 419–432. 
 Answer the following questions for practice. You can check your answers below. 

• Exercise 12-1, #1–5 
• Exercise 12-3, #1–5 
• Exercise 12-4, #1–5 
• Exercise 12-5, #1–5 

 
Answers: 

Exercise 12-1: 

1. yes  
2. no  
3. yes  
4. yes  
5. no  

Exercise 12-3: 

1. no  
2. no  
3. yes  
4. yes  
5. no  

Exercise 12-4: 

1. When someone borrows something and damages it, he or she 
ought to pay for it to be repaired.  

2. People ought to keep their promises.  
3. When someone does you a big favor, you ought to help him 

or her out in return.  
4. People ought to do what they sign contracts to do.  
5. A mayor who takes bribes should resign.  

Exercise 12-5: 

1. Tory is being consistent in that he is proposing that everyone 
should have the right to marry a member of the opposite sex.  

2. Shelley is being consistent as long as she can identify reasons 
in favor of special admissions programs for art and music 
students, athletes, or children of alumni that are not also 
reasons in favor of special admissions programs for women 
and minority students.  

3. No, Marin is not being consistent. (It might be possible for 
him to make his opposition to abortion consistent with his 
support of capital punishment by changing his moral 
principle from “Thou shalt not kill” to “Thou shalt not kill 
except when necessary for appropriate criminal punishment” 
or something like that.)  
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4. Yes, Koko is being consistent since 17-year-olds are not 
adults.  

5. No, Jack is not being consistent.  

in lecture on Monday, November 26: 

 I’ll talk about chapter 12. 
 We’ll work on the following questions: 

• Exercise 12-1, #6–7 
• Exercise 12-3, #6–7 
• Exercise 12-4, #6–7 
• Exercise 12-5, #6–7 

before lecture on Wednesday, November 28:  

 Study for the test on chapters 10–12. 
• This test will count for 15 percent of your grade. 
• To study for this test, you can work on the three tests that are shown on the following pages: 

• the practice test on chapters 10–12 from December 8, 2006 
• the test on chapters 10–12 from December 12, 2006 
• the test on chapters 10–12 from May 2, 2007 
The answer keys are given on the page following the three tests; try to ignore them until you’ve 
answered the questions on your own. 

• Here are the ground rules for the test: You’ll have 45 minutes to take the test. To be fair to the 
students who finish on time (who will be virtually everyone—time shouldn’t be a factor), I’ll take 
off 10 points per minute from the score of any student who doesn’t turn in his or her test when 
time is up. Also, if you arrive late, you can take the test, but you still have to finish at the same 
time as everyone else. 

• You might also want to be aware of my make-up test policy, which is on p. 21 of this syllabus. 
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Answer key for practice test on chapters 10–12 from December 8, 2006: 
 

  A   
1 

  A   
2 

  D   
3 

  A   
4 

  A   
5 

  A   
6 

  A   
7 

  B   
8 

  B   
9 

  A   
10 

  A   
11 

  A   
12 

 
  A   
13 

  B   
14 

  A   
15 

  C   
16 

  A   
17 

  A   
18 

  C   
19 

  C   
20 

  A   
21 

  B   
22 

  D   
23 

  A   
24

 
Answer key for test on chapters 10–12 from December 12, 2006: 
 

  B   
1 

  B   
2 

  D   
3 

  B   
4 

  A   
5 

  A   
6 

  A   
7 

  C   
8 

  A   
9 

  B   
10 

  A   
11 

  B   
12 

 
  A   
13 

  C   
14 

  B   
15 

  D   
16 

  A   
17 

  B   
18 

  A   
19 

  B   
20 

 B or C  
21 

  B   
22 

  C   
23 

  A   
24

 
Answer key for test on chapters 10–12 from May 2, 2007: 
 

  C   
1 

  A   
2 

  B   
3 

  E   
4 

  D   
5 

  A   
6 

  B   
7 

  A   
8 

  B   
9 

  B   
10 

  B   
11 

  B   
12 

  A   
13 

  A   
14 

  C   
15 

 
  A   

16 
  B   

17 
  A   

18 
  D   

19 
  B   

20 
  B   

21 
  A   

22 
  A   

23 
  B   

24 
  C   

25 
  B   

26 
  D   

27 
  D   

28 
  C   

29 
  B   

30

in lecture on Wednesday, November 28: 

 You’ll take the test on chapters 10–12.  

discussion sections November 28–December 3: 

 Because of the test on November 28, we will not have discussion sections November 28–December 3. 
The discussion sections that met November 14–19 were the last ones of the course. 
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before lecture on Monday, December 3: 

 There is no further reading for today, or questions to answer for today. 
 You should be working on your second paper, which will be due in lecture on December 5. This paper will 

be like your first paper, except that it will have three parts rather than two. 
• In this first part of your paper, you should write an argument on some topic. 

• This should be 200–300 words long, and should (1) clearly state the claim for which you 
are arguing and (2) clearly give one or more reasons in support of your claim. If you give 
more than one reason, they should be clearly distinguished, and each reason should 
appear in a separate paragraph. 

• This is just like what you did in writing the first part of your first paper. 
• As with your first paper, you can choose any topic you want—just do not turn in the 

same, or a very similar, argument as the one you wrote about in your first paper. 
• In the second part of your paper, you should explain whether your argument is deductive, or 

whether it is inductive. 
• This part of your paper should have its own paragraph. 
• You should not only state whether your argument is deductive, or whether it is inductive 

(it must be one or the other). You must also explain whichever it is, by explaining the 
difference between a deductive argument and an inductive argument and then identifying 
the feature(s) of your argument that make it whichever kind of argument it is. 

• In the third part of your paper, you should describe and reply to an objection to the claim for 
which you are arguing. (This is just like what you did in writing the second part of your first 
paper.) 

• On the following pages are some successful ways of doing this assignment. First, the two sample 
papers given earlier in the syllabus have been modified to satisfy this second paper assignment’s 
somewhat more elaborate requirements. Then, since you have to think of a new topic for this 
second assignment rather than just adding to your previous paper, I have supplied two new papers 
that satisfy the requirements of this second assignment. 

 Here is some additional information: 
• You may talk with other people about what you are writing, but you must choose your own 

topic—not one of the topics covered by the sample papers in this syllabus, or the one you wrote on 
previously, or any that someone else that you know of wrote on previously, or any that someone 
else that you know of is writing on now. 

• The writing must be your own—you must not copy or paraphrase from any source, including 
books, magazines, newspapers, a web page, or another person. 

• Your paper must be typed, double-spaced, and prepared for turning in. That means that what you 
turn in should bear appropriate information at the top of the first page (see the examples for details 
of this).  

• Print two copies of your paper—one for yourself, and one to turn in. 
• Your paper will be due in class at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, December 5 (i.e., at the beginning of 

lecture on Wednesday, December 5). 
• Hopefully this won’t affect you, but the late-paper policy stated on p. 37 applies to this 

assignment. 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
December 5, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
 this paper in. (For most of you, this  
will be December 5.) 

 
 

The College-Degree Dividend 
 
 

A college education is an expensive undertaking, and many people think that the 

main benefits are intangible rather than financial—for example, being exposed to new 

ideas, becoming a more well-rounded person, and experiencing the unique social 

atmosphere of a college campus. Although these benefits should not be disregarded, the 

financial benefits of going to college are substantial, too. This conclusion is supported by 

two different kinds of evidence. 

First, many aspects of the job market favor college graduates. Some jobs are not 

open to applicants who lack a college education, and many well-paying jobs require skills 

that are cultivated in college. For example, many well-paying jobs require strong writing 

skills, strong reasoning skills, or strong research skills. For most college graduates, these 

skills are ones that were exercised, and improved, in several courses in college. 

Second, statistics show that college graduates have higher-paying jobs than 

other workers do. For example, a 2002 report from the U.S. Census Bureau estimates that 

while a worker with only a high-school diploma can anticipate lifetime earnings of $1.2 

 

 

1 
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 million, a college graduate can anticipate lifetime earnings of more than $2 million. 

My arguments are both inductive arguments. To understand this, note that a 

deductive argument provides premises that, if true, guarantee that a certain conclusion is 

true as well, while an inductive argument provides premises that, if true, merely make a 

conclusion likely (or, in the case of especially good inductive arguments, very likely). If a 

particular person goes to college, there is no guarantee that he or she will earn more, over 

his or her lifetime, than he or she would have earned if he or she had just gotten a high-

school diploma and gone straight into the workforce. So I do not suggest that either of the 

premises I’ve given guarantees that a college education will be a good financial 

investment for any particular person. I just offer each premise as evidence that it is very 

likely that going to college will be a good financial investment for a person. So, my 

arguments are inductive ones. 

In response to my arguments, it might be objected that with tuition rising rapidly 

at many universities, a college education will soon cease to be such a good financial 

investment. To reply to this objection, I would point out that the financial benefits of a 

college education are so large—consider the lifetime earnings comparison of more than 

$2 million versus just $1.2 million—that tuition increases are unlikely to tip the scales in 

the opposite direction any time soon. Fewer than a third of adults in America have earned 

a college degree; those within this group are positioned, on average, for a much more 

lucrative income stream than those outside of it can expect to receive. 

 

 

2 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
December 5, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
 this paper in. (For most of you, this 
will be December 5.) 

 
 

Fourteen Philodendrons, Please 
 
 

If you want to get a plant that is easy to grow, the golden pothos is an excellent 

choice. This plant, which is in the philodendron family and which is shown in this picture 

(from http://www.foliageunlimited.net/images/pothos.jpg), 

has several great characteristics for people who are not good 

at growing plants that need a lot of careful attention, or who 

do not have time look after their plants very often. For 

example, it does not need a lot of light, and it can go for 

long periods of time without being watered. I have a plant like this in my office, and at 

times I have neglected to water it for so long that it seemed destined for the compost 

heap. But every time, I have been able to make it flourish again, with only the most 

casual watering—and no light other than from institutional fluorescent bulbs. Moreover, 

this plant copes well with overwatering, which of course can kill many plants as surely as 

a dearth of water will. Because of these factors, this plant is a very good choice for 

people who would like to have a plant but who, like me, need pretty hearty ones. 

 

 

1 
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 My argument is an inductive argument. To understand this, note that a deductive 

argument provides premises that, if true, guarantee that a certain conclusion is true as 

well, while an inductive argument provides premises that, if true, merely make a 

conclusion likely (or, in the case of especially good inductive arguments, very likely). If a 

particular person gets this kind of plant, there is no guarantee that he or she will have 

more success with it than he or she would have had if he or she had gotten some other 

kind of plant instead. So I do not suggest that my argument guarantees that this kind of 

plant will be a good financial investment for anyone who is not normally good with 

plants. I just offer this argument as evidence that it is very likely that this kind of plant 

would be a good choice for such a person. So, my argument is an inductive one. 

In response to my argument, it might be objected that owning and growing this 

plant is unsatisfying, because you do not get any sense of accomplishment from seeing it 

thrive. To reply to this objection, I would point out that some people might get a sense of 

accomplishment even from keeping alive such a resilient plant, if they have not had much 

success with more-delicate ones. More important, it should be noted that many people 

can be satisfied with a plant without feeling a sense of accomplishment about it. Many 

people might just like having a plant around, without needing to feel as if they have 

accomplished anything by keeping it alive. So this objection does not weaken my 

argument in favor of this plant as a good choice for certain people who would like to 

have a plant. 

 

 

2 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
December 5, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
this paper in. (For most of you, this  
will be December 5.) 

 
 

It’s Time to Graduate from the Electoral College 
 
 

The Constitution should be amended to abolish the electoral college and provide 

for the president and vice president to be elected by a direct popular vote. This would be 

a good idea for two reasons. First, it is undemocratic for the presidential candidate 

receiving the most votes not to win the election. But several times in American history, 

most recently in 2000, the winner of the election actually received fewer votes than a 

rival candidate. If the electoral college were replaced with a direct popular vote, this 

would not happen again. 

My second reason in support of replacing the electoral college with a direct 

popular vote has to do with the way the current system unfairly causes some citizens to 

feel that their votes matter less than other citizens’ votes, depending on what state they 

live in. In most presidential elections, there are many states that are “safe” states for one 

party or the other, in the sense that it is known in advance which candidate will end up 

receiving those states’ electoral votes. For example, in several recent elections, Kansas 

has been a safe state for the Republican candidate. In these elections, voters in Kansas 

 

 

1 
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 have known that their votes were fair less likely to affect the overall outcome than the 

votes of people living in “swing” states—contested states in which a voter could feel that 

his or her vote might really make a difference to which candidate ends up receiving his or 

her state’s electoral votes. It is unfair for the residents of some states to feel that their 

votes matter less than the votes of residents of other states. This unfairness, and the 

possibility of undemocratic outcomes I described above, would be remedied if the 

electoral college were replaced by a direct popular vote. 

My first argument is a deductive argument, and my second argument is an 

inductive argument. To understand this, note that a deductive argument provides 

premises that, if true, guarantee that a certain conclusion is true as well, while an 

inductive argument provides premises that, if true, merely make a conclusion likely (or, in 

the case of especially good inductive arguments, very likely). My argument about the 

undemocratic character of the electoral college is a deductive argument. This is because 

the very possibility that the candidate receiving the most votes will not win the election 

guarantees that the electoral college has the potential to be undemocratic, just as a matter 

of logic. But my argument about some citizens’ feeling that their votes matter less than 

other citizens’ votes is an inductive argument. This is because abolishing the electoral 

college would not guarantee that this phenomenon would cease to occur; it would just 

make it highly unlikely. 

In response to my arguments, it might be objected that the electoral college 

serves an important purpose, by making sure that the president and vice president are 

chosen by responsible statesmen who, after being chosen by the voters, convene (as a 

 

 

2 
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 “college”) to carefully decide who the next president and vice president will be. This, 

presumably, is what the framers of the Constitution had in mind in setting up the electoral 

college. But this objection is flawed, because even if the electoral college ever did 

operate in this way, it no longer does. The “electors” whom the voters of the states select 

in a presidential election do not get together and deliberate about who the next president 

and vice president will be; on the contrary, their role is purely ceremonial. So it is 

inaccurate to say that the electoral college serves an important purpose by arranging for 

responsible statesmen to select the president and vice president. 

 

 

3 
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 [your name] 
Reason and Argument 
[your TA’s name] 
M, 8* 
December 5, 2007** 

 
* Put the day and time when  
your discussion section meets. 
 
** Put the date when you are turning  
this paper in. (For most of you, this  
will be December 5.) 

 
 

The Shot Clock’s Days Should be Numbered 
 
 

The N.C.A.A. should abolish the shot clock in college basketball. This is 

because the shot clock places an excessive premium on shooting ability, and robs the 

game of an important strategic element that was present before the shot clock was 

introduced. In those earlier days, a team with a small lead could protect this lead by 

holding on to the ball, with dribbling and passing. To do this successfully for several 

minutes, teams would employ relatively sophisticated tactics. One involved players’ 

spreading themselves out as much as possible, so that if one player were double-teamed, 

there would be another one some distance away that would be free to receive a pass. 

Another involved players’ running around in complicated patterns to use picks and other 

setups to increase their chances of getting open. These tactics, as I said could be quite 

sophisticated—the great North Carolina coach Dean Smith was lauded for the “four 

corners” strategy that he developed to enable his teams to hold on to the ball without 

shooting for several minutes. With the introduction of the shot clock, however, this aspect 

of the game is lost. The game lacks something interesting and complex that it used to 
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 have. Abolishing the shot clock would invite this lost part of the game to return. 

My argument is an inductive argument. To understand this, note that a deductive 

argument provides premises that, if true, guarantee that a certain conclusion is true as 

well, while an inductive argument merely provides premises that, if true, merely make a 

conclusion likely (or, in the case of especially good inductive arguments, very likely). If 

the shot clock were abolished, there would be no guarantee that the game would be 

improved. It is a possibility that the game would not be improved, or would be worsened 

somehow. So I do not suggest that the argument I’ve given guarantees that a the shot 

clock should be abolished. I just offer my argument as a reason to think that it is very 

likely that abolishing the shot clock would improve the game. So, my argument is an 

inductive one. 

In response to my argument, it might be objected that college basketball is more 

fun to watch when teams must shoot every 35 seconds rather than being allowed to hold 

on to the ball for several minutes. To reply to this objection, I would point out that if the 

shot clock were abolished, it is unlikely that teams would hold on to the ball for long 

periods of time starting at the beginning of the game. Teams will still need to run their 

offenses to score points. So it would probably be only in the final few minutes of a game 

that a team might try to extend its possessions rather than shoot. It might be more fun to 

watch a whole game of short possessions than a whole game of long possessions, but it 

would be even more fun to watch a game of short possessions for most of the game, with 

the extra strategic element of the possibility of long possessions, if needed, at the end. 
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in lecture on Monday, December 3: 

 Tests on chapters 10–12 (taken in class on Wednesday, November 28) will be returned. 
 I’ll go over the test on chapters 10–12. 
 I’ll answer questions about the second paper assignment. 

before lecture on Wednesday, December 5: 

 Finish your second paper. (See above for the assignment.) 

in lecture on Wednesday, December 5: 

 You’ll turn in your second paper. 

discussion sections December 5–10: none 

 Because Thursday, December 6, is the last day of classes (except for the final-exam period), we will not 
have discussion sections December 5–10. The discussion sections that met November 14–19 were the last 
ones of the course. 

end-of-semester information: 

 The second paper is the last assignment of the course. There is no final exam. 
 I hope to have final grade averages viewable in the online gradebook, on Blackboard, by December 14. 
 If you want to check your final average, you can use the procedure for computing your grade provided near 

the beginning of this syllabus, on p. 4. 
 If you would like to retrieve any work that you have turned in, but have not had returned to you, please see 

me by June 30, 2008. After that date, I may discard unclaimed work from this semester. 


