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Preview of Test 2 

The test will be given in class on Friday, December 3. I anticipate that you will be asked to answer five of the eleven 
questions listed at the end of this document, though I reserve the right to depart from this plan if circumstances seem 
to warrant it. 

You do not need to bring anything, except for something to write with; this will be a closed-book, closed-notes test, 
and you will be provided with paper on which to write your answers. At the beginning of the exam period, the 
following instructions will be written on the board: 

1. Please put away everything except for something to write with. 

2. Please use a separate sheet of paper for each answer. 

3. Please number each of your answers (with the number of the question you are answering) conspicuously. 

Then the following will happen: 

1. I will ask you to close and/or put away all books, notebooks, newspapers, calculators, computers, and other 
possible sources of inappropriate aid. 

2. I will hand out blank sheets of paper that you will use as your answer sheets. 

3. I will hand out the list of questions given below. 

4. I will tell you which five questions the test consists of. 

5. You will answer the questions on the answer sheets, using a separate answer sheet for each question. 

6. You will label each answer sheet that you will turn in with one of your random numbers. You will use the 
same random number for each of your answer sheets, but this will not be any random number that you have 
used in this class previously. You will not put any other identifying information (such as your name) on any 
of your answer sheets. 

7. You will turn in your answer sheets. You will not need to turn in the list of questions. 

Here is some additional information: 

1. You can write on the list of questions that I hand out, but credit will be awarded only for answers written 
on answer sheets. 

2. You will not be allowed to (a) access any book, notebook, newspaper, calculator, computer, or other 
possible source of inappropriate aid during the test, (b) leave the room before you are finished taking the 
test, or (c) use more time than the 50-minute testing period. No credit will be given for any work done after 
you access any possible source of inappropriate aid, after you leave the room for any reason, or after the 
end of the testing period. 

Finally, the eleven questions I mentioned are on the next page. 
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1. Nonconsequentialists typically endorse (a) prerogatives not to maximize the good and (b) constraints on 
maximizing the good. What does it mean to say that there are prerogatives not to maximize the good, and 
what does it mean to say that there are constraints on maximizing the good? If one is not required to make  
a substantial personal sacrifice even though doing so would be necessary for the provision of even greater 
benefits to others, is that a prerogative or a constraint, and why? 

2. What is the doctrine of double effect? What kind of behavior does it say is not morally permissible, and 
what kind of behavior does it specifically say can be morally permissible? 

3. What is Kant’s formula of universal law? Give an example of the process by which it could be applied  
to a hypothetical situation in which a person might be trying to ascertain whether it would be morally 
permissible to perform a particular act. 

4. In the development of social-contract theory, actual consent was supplanted by hypothetical consent 
because neither of the forms of actual consent—explicit consent and tacit consent—was satisfactory.  
What was wrong with basing the theory on explicit consent, and what was wrong with basing the theory  
on tacit consent? 

5. What is the difference between a rights theory of the kind advocated by, e.g., Nozick and a rights theory 
based on, e.g., indirect consequentialism? 

6. What is the difference between traditional intuitionism and reflective equilibrium? How does reflective 
equilibrium endorse the use of intuitions in reasoning about moral philosophy without being a form of 
traditional intuitionism? 

7. What are the main ideas of Slote’s ethics of care, and how does that view differ from an ethics of universal 
benevolence? What, according to the ethics of care, makes an action right or wrong? 

8. In what ways, according to many feminist ethical theorists, does traditional ethical theory reflect a bias that 
favors male perspectives? 

9. What are at least three of the main themes of continental ethics? 

10. What does it mean to say that an ethical theory is criterial? Are pragmatists typically proponents of criterial 
ethical theories? 

11. What is one of the three possible reconciliations that Sterba proposes? (Be sure to describe it adequately, 
not just name it.) 


